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This text matches well with what CRISS purports.  The need for specific vocabulary instruction is obvious.  
Building Academic Vocabulary provides a systematic way of presenting that instruction in grades K-12.

Vocabulary word selection
 For any school, the process begins with creating a list of vocabulary terms for each grade and subject level.  The authors 
provide lists that contain 7,923 terms drawn from 11 subject areas.  These terms were extracted from national standards 
documents.  The authors recommend individual teachers, entire staffs, or district committees select a predetermined number 
of these terms for each grade level and across grade-level intervals.

Six-step instruction
 To provide the necessary vocabulary instruction, the authors have included a six-step process for teaching new terms 
along with a variety of activities and games.  The six steps include:

1. Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new term.
2. Ask students to restate the description, explanation, or example in their own words.
3. Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or graphic representation of the term.
4. Engage students in activities* that help them add to their knowledge of the terms. 
5. Ask students to discuss the terms with one another.
6. Involve students in games that allow them to play with the terms.

* Among the activities described are several familiar to CRISS trainers:  free association (Magnet Words), sentence 
stems (One-Sentence Summaries), Venn Diagrams, and matrix (similar to a Content Frame but with a “similarities and 
differences” column added to the right side).  Many other strategies, not included in the CRISS training, are explained as 
well.

Program management
 The book also talks about managing this program.  Students are to have notebooks, which contain all the words they 
will learn from the primary grades up through high school.  They are expected to keep and reuse these notebooks each year 
of their schooling.  (This seemed unrealistic to me as I can foresee students either losing them or having lists that would 
not be useable by the time they reached the upper grade levels.)  The notebook also contains pages where students may 
write and draw their understanding of the terms.  This is similar, in some ways, to our vocabulary word maps, but formatted 
differently.

Time management
 The authors discussed various ways for teachers to manage instructional time, leaving the final decision up to the 
teacher.  In all cases, they emphasized the importance of setting aside time for students to engage in vocabulary instruction 
and to apply a variety of strategies to assure they will learn the terms selected each year. 
     This was a quick and easy read.  The list of words provides an excellent resource from which to select terms deemed 
important for any specific grade or curriculum.  I believe following the authors’ basic suggestions would facilitate a more 
cohesive and systematic program for vocabulary instruction.

Marzano, Robert J. and Debra J. Pickering, Building Academic Vocabulary, Association for Supervision and Curriculum, 
Alexandria, VA, 2005.



The National Staff Development Council included this journal reflection template in their April 2007 issue of Teachers 
Teaching Teachers.  The reflection sheet is designed to assist teachers in getting the most from professional readings.

Reprinted with permission of the National Staff Development Council, www.nsdc.org, 2007.  All rights reserved.
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NOTE: This article first appeared in the Fall 2007 Comments from CRISS® newsletter.  All material is copyrighted.  Permission is granted to 
photocopy or print this article in its entirety, as long as all credits remain intact with the article and the Project CRISS® copyright appears on the 
materials.  This article may not be used in any other publication in any medium, without the express, written permission of Project CRISS®. 
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